AROUND THE BLOCK
QUILTERS UNLIMITED OF TALLAHASSEE
Volume 35, Issue 2

February 2018

Next Meeting: February 8th
Social Hall at Temple Israel, 2215 Mahan Drive, Tallahassee,
Florida. The social half-hour starts at 6:30 p.m. The meeting starts at 7:00 p.m.

President’s Message
February is a heart-filled month and Quilters Unlimited have
some of the biggest hearts around. If you missed our January
meeting, two announcements showcased how big those QU
hearts really are.
Elizabeth Hawker provided a wonderful welcome through the
meeting doors and a motto, or rallying cry, Be The Thread! The
dictionary has many definitions for thread, but this one seems
to encompass the QU motto for the year: that which runs
through the whole course of something, connecting
successive parts. The wonderful stories that came up at the
meeting and those I have heard after the meeting about the
“thread” person that brought members to QU are very
touching and inspiring. If you have a “thread” in the group,
let them know; and reach out to a guest or new member
sometime through the year to become their thread to the
guild.
Last year, Roberta Granville challenged the guild to make lap
quilts for the Daughters of the American Revolution Fort San
Luis Chapter to give to veterans in local hospitals. We met and
exceeded that challenge. This year, Roberta upped the
stakes and challenged QU to make 100 laps quilts by July.
Details about the quilt sizes may be found on our Philanthropy
page of the QU website. I can’t wait to see the 100+ quilts I
know we will make for our deserving veterans.
Also,
remember to let Roberta know if you have a Quilt of Valor that
will be ready before July.
And on the topic of wonderful, giving hearts, I want to thank
all of you that donate door prizes, fabric, thread, time and skills
to all the various philanthropic causes Quilters Unlimited
supports. Without the generous donations and energy to see
these projects to completion, QU could not make such an
impact in the community. Just imagine those “threads” that
our charity projects extend out into the community.
Happy Quilting,
Kerry
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2018 Officers
President: Kerry Cohen
President-Elect: Carol Eskola
Membership: Karen Skinner
Secretary: Diana Kaiser
Treasurer: Janice France
2018 Chairpersons
Audiovisual: Michele Hackmeyer
Awards: Karen Kunz
Block of the Month: Pam Doffek & Lynn
Geariety
Challenge: Hattie Pennie
Door Prizes: Cheryl Willis
Helping Hands: Faith Hazelip
Internet: Web Coord: Sue Isaac; Email:
Karen Skinner; Facebook: Jessica
Duke, Kerry Cohen, Karen Skinner
Library: Jeanne Brenner
Museum Show: Barbara Wiggins &
Karen Kunz
Newsletter: Tara Goodman
Opportunity 2018: Marsha Walper
Opportunity 2019: Marianne Clower
Philanthropic: Dawn Griffin
Programs: Wendy Stone & Dawn Griffin
Publicity: Judy Rainbrook
Show & Tell: Roberta Granville
Silent Auction: Sue Skornia
Sit & Stitch: Marsha Walper
Sunshine: Shelley Woodyard
Trip Coordinator: Christine Walsh
Welcoming: Elizabeth Hawker
Workshops: Ruth Cuzzart & Jeanne
Brenner
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P.O. Box 4324, Tallahassee, FL 32315-4324

“From Good to Great: the impact of embellishment and other techniques”
February Program
There are numerous ways to enhance your quilts with some very small changes. We will detail
six techniques, show you samples and give you pointers for each technique. You will also get an
up-close look at before and after blocks so that you can see the impact, side by side, that will
take your quilts from good to great. Plan to bring a quilt that you embellished in some way. Did
you add some embroidery, lace or buttons? Perhaps you added some yo-yo’s or even a bit of
applique to a pieced quilt. We will all look forward to seeing your technique that “took it up a
notch.”

Upcoming Programs
March – Trunk Show featuring the group “Appliqué Addicts”
This sit & stitch group can be considered some of our guild’s finest appliquérs and needleworkers. They will showcase their handiwork and it is guaranteed to awe and inspire you.
April – Mini Demonstrations
Five stations will be arranged around the room for you to get up close and personal, learn and
ask questions.
Station: Perfect Circles: Marsha Walper will show you two methods to make perfectly smooth,
round circles for hand applique. You will be amazed how easy these techniques are.
Station: Folded Flower: Linda O’Sullivan will demonstrate how to create a folded hexagon
from a circle
Station: Batting Selection: The right batting makes a difference! Wendy Stone will explain the
myriad of batting terms and which product to choose based on your quilting style and project.
Each participant will receive a take-home brochure with 8 batting samples.
Station: Flying Geese: Two easy methods to create a flying geese unit will be demonstrated.
Both methods are easy and will result in faster creation and uniform units for your quilts.
Station: Hexagons with English Paper Piecing: Karen Kunz will show you her organized method
and share easy tips for creating hexagons with the English paper piecing method.
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February/March Philanthropic Challenge: For the Love of Cats!
Please consider making and bring to the February/March QU meetings at least two (2) cat
quilts for the following local programs.
Treats, Inc.: a non-profit organization that pays for spaying and neutering animals. They sell
the quilts to raise money for their organization and some quilts are shared with the Leon
County Animal Shelter.
It’s Meow Or Never: (IMON) is gearing up to hold their annual For Cats’ Sake Art Auction on
April 21. IMON is a feral cat rescue, adoption, and fostering non-profit organization.
Specifications for Cat Quilts: Machine piece and quilt using only good quality cotton fabric.
No flannel or fuzzy fabrics as this is harmful to cats. Recommended sizes: between 20″ wide
and 30″ long suitable for cat cages/boxes.
Don’t forget to save the UPC labels from packages of Hobbs batting. These will help with us
obtaining discounted batting for guild philanthropic projects.
Philanthropy Chair – Dawn Griffin

Volunteers for Audit Needed
The guild is required by the Bylaws to conduct an audit of the 2017 Guild financial records.
We are looking for 1 or 2 volunteers to perform the audit and provide a short report to the
Steering Committee. You do not need specialized/CPA level skills, just checkbook balancing
skills. If you are interested or have questions, please contact Kerry Cohen.

Help Select Our 2019 Workshop Teacher!
Charlotte Angotti and Susan Cleveland are the two teachers under consideration. Both are
known for their fun and informative teaching style.
Charlotte Angotti puts a new spin on traditional quilt blocks and has a wonderful way with
color.
Susan Cleveland specializes in how to finish your quilt to perfection plus new methods to add
details and embellishments.
Please check out their work online and be ready to give a show of hands for your favorite.
Charlotte Angotti: http://quiltmakerstudio.com
Susan Cleveland: http://piecesbewithyou.com
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2018 Workshops
Please contact Ruth Cuzzart or Jeanne Brenner to register.
Suzanne Marshall -- Applique and Embroidery
Dates: May 11th and 12th, 2018; six-hour
workshops, starting at 10 am.
Location: Chaires Community Center
Quilter extraordinaire Suzanne Marshall will be
teaching two workshops for us in May 2018. Her
website is:
https://www.suzannequilts.com/workshops
On Friday, May 11, Suzanne will teach her take
away appliqué technique and how to smooth
curves on one of the blocks from her awardwinning Art Nouveau quilt.

On Saturday, May 12, she will cover the
take away technique again with four
“wacky birds” patterns, plus how
embroidery can enhance your blocks.
The cost of classes will be $60.
Both classes are open to everyone at this
time.
Don’t miss out on this chance to learn from
a master quilter!
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Classes Taught by Guild Members
Sign up at guild or contact Ruth at Ruthcuz@yahoo.com
February 10, 2018
Slivers Class
Cost: $20.00
Woodville Community Center
10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
Join Jeanne Brenner in learning a technique for sewing arcs
without paper piecing.
For those interested in making a Big, Bright, Beautiful bag like
Jeanne's, this will be the first of 3 classes to complete a bag.
NEW!
August 11, 2018
Slivers Class, Part 2
Cost: $30.00
Woodville Community Center
10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Join Jeanne Brenner for part 2 of the Slivers Bag
Class. We will be making the funky chicken.

April 14, 2018
Class for Featherweight lovers
Instructor: Johnny Johnston
Cost: $55.00/person
Woodville Community Center
10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m
 Common problems and how to solve them.
 Machine maintenance.
 Using attachments.
We have 6 spaces left. Please sign up and pay for the class to ensure we have the 18
participants needed.
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BREAKING NEWS*****BREAKING NEWS*****BREAKING NEWS****
Dates for the 2018 Tallahassee Quilters Unlimited Museum Quilt Show have been released.
Show dates are August 31, 2018 to October 28, 2018. Turn in day is Saturday, August 18,
2018.
Just a few things to think about when turning in your quilt:
1.
Is everything complete? Pressing, picking threads, binding on perfectly (always,
right?) with corners of your binding sewed together.
2.
Do you have a sleeve for hanging on the back side of your quilt? The Museum
absolutely MUST have a sleeve to hang your quilt. No sleeve on your quilt? Then
it cannot be hung and won’t be in the show. This applies to Challenge quilts as
well.
3.
Is your quilt ready for delivery to the Museum in a pillow case with your name
and phone number on the pillow case? If not, take care of this before you bring
in your quilt.
4.
Did you enjoy making your quilt to share with the Guild and Museum goers? We
sure hope you did.
We are looking towards an awesome Museum Quilt Show in 2018. A call for volunteers will
begin in a few months. There is a need to have someone from the Guild at the Museum
during all open hours of the Show. You’ll be selling tickets for the Opportunity Quilt, taking
bids on the donated items for the Silent Auction, and answering question of attendees.
Look for the sign-up sheet in a couple of months.
Thanks for entering your quilts, participating in the Challenge and volunteering your time.
It all supports the Guild.

Block of the Month – March
What’s March 14? It’s Pi Day, an annual celebration of the mathematical constant π (pi).
Pi Day is observed on March 14 since 3, 1, and 4 are the first three significant digits of π. In
2009, the United States House of Representatives supported the designation of Pi Day.
And since quilters are all about celebrations, our March BOM will celebrate Pi (Pie) with 1)
a Pie inspired pieced block which has 4 sections of 3 pieces to make 1 block, 2) a
foundation pieced Pi symbol and 3) an applique/color’able Pi symbol in 2 sizes.
See the QU website for all the patterns. Sorry, no color photos for the article this month,
Pam had a back spasm problem and didn’t get to take pictures (and Lyn was part of her
successful recovery.) However, there will be actual completed blocks at the meeting to
inspire you!
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“Out of the Blue” 2018 Opportunity Quilt
Congratulations to Evelyn Gonzalez!
Evelyn won three free tickets for the queen-sized quilt,
“Out of the Blue”.
A wide variety of blue fabrics
combine to create the movement of waves in this
traditional Storm at Sea design.
Tickets can be purchased during the social time at
guild meetings from 6:30 to 7:00. The donation is $2.00
each or 3 tickets for $5.00. At the beginning of each
meeting, there will be a drawing from the names of
those who purchased 3 tickets for $5.00. The winning
name will receive 3 free tickets.
Bring address labels or write your name on the ticket stubs.
Please see Marsha Walper for more information.

Silent Auction
The Silent Auction occurs in conjunction with the Annual Capital City Quilt Show held at
the R.A. Gray Museum. Items to be auctioned are donated by guild members. No quilt
show application form is needed for these items.
Any sewed or quilted item is acceptable; i.e., quilts, wall hangings, clothing, bags, purses,
pillows, potholders, place mats, table runners, notebook covers, necklaces, ragdolls.
Donated items should be brought to a regular monthly guild meeting. The deadline is the
last meeting before the scheduled turn-in day at the Museum. This year it is the August
meeting.
Quilts and wall hangings must have a four-inch hanging sleeve and may have a label on
the back with a title, quilter or guild name, and date of completion.
If you do not attach a label, please give me a paper with your name and a title or
description along with the quilt.
I will be accepting items at each meeting beginning this month. Thank you for your
participation!
Sue Skornia, Silent Auction Chairperson
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New Books in the 2018 Library
180 Doodle Quilting Designs by Karen M. Burns
Four Centuries of Quilts by Linda Baumgarten and Kimberly Smith Ivey
The Big Book of Baby Quilts by That Patchwork Place
Kaffe Fassett’s Quilts en Provence by Kaffe Fassett
Nature’s Journey Applique by Jane Zillmer
Quilting Beauties by Karen Neary
Quilting Designs for Sashing, Blocks & Borders by Helen Squire
Quilting on the go…English Paper Piecing by Sharon Burgess
Slow Stitch by Clair Wellesley-Smith
Surprise Yourself by Charlotte Angotti and Debbie Caffrey
The Ultimate Applique Guidebook by Annie Smith
Ultimate Sashiko Sourcebook by Susan Brisco
Please stop by to peruse the new additions, plus some old favorites at the library table in
the back. A few donated books will be for sale on a table nearby.
Jeanne Brenner, QU librarian

Membership Musings by Karen Skinner
Thank you all who submitted their Membership Dues for 2018. The Guild has financial
obligations so that it can exist, and there are many opportunities we have and also can
create because we do exist as a group.
In case you were wondering, what do your dues pay for? Well, one way of looking at it is
that the money goes into a big pot and helps pay for a little bit of everything, but not
coincidentally, approximately 100% of the money collected from Dues is the same amount
as that needed to pay for the Guild’s administrative/core expenses:









Rent of Meeting hall and of Post Office Box
Directory printing, Membership Cards and related costs
The Website (which helps offset a great deal of the old costs of Newsletter Printing)
Insurance
License fees
Banking Fees
Newsletter printing
Minor supplies and postage

So essentially, all other activities are covered by fund-raisers (Opportunity Quilt, Silent
Auction, Library Book sales, Challenge Quilt, etc.) or Fees (Classes, Workshops, the Bus Trip
to QuiltFest, etc.).
We do love to have Guests come to our meetings and other events, but without the dues
that members pay, the Guests would not have anything to come to. So we appreciate it
when Members encourage folks who visit more than a couple of times to please join the
Guild and pay dues.
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Jail Project – January 2018 Visit
As the New Year started, Officer Guy transitioned to just plain Donna Guy, sewing
supervisor. And she arrived back at the jail to a few changes. For one thing, she is being
assigned far fewer sewers -- a maximum of nine compared to her former eighteen sewers.
In addition, many of the women being assigned to her are more beginning sewers. Looks
like production will be less than before, at least for a while. However, she will continue to
distribute quilts every 3 months. Her upcoming projects are quilts for Gretchen Everhart
School, Boys Town, and Veterans, as well as quilts for children coming to the Emergency
Room at Capital Regional Medical Center.
We spent our first visit of 2018 helping to sort fabric and working with new sewers on the
basics of assembling quilts. Peggy showed the new sewers how to use a seam ripper to
flatten a seam close to the sewing portion if it was at the end of the square and seams
were sewn in two different directions. This would help to flatten the "joints" of the squares
especially when it was quilted. She also worked with another brand-new sewer (her first
day on the machine) on how important it was to use 1/4-inch mark for seams and how to
fix the corners on the binding when it was cut too short. Vickie and I worked in the fabric
room to separate out bag fabric from quilting fabric. We resisted the urge to take fabric
home with us, but it was a struggle! At least some of us may be visiting more frequently to
help with instruction and with keeping the program’s fabric stash in line. Stay tuned.
As always, thanks to all you quilters who continue to donate to meet the needs of the Jail
Program.

“Friends are threads of the quilt of life.”
With the intent to create more and stronger “threads” and ensure that visitors and new
members quickly become familiar and incorporated into Quilters Unlimited, please
consider being part of the welcoming group.
Even though the newsletter covers frequently asks questions, a one on one connection
enables us to add the personal touch that creates “threads” of connection. If you would
be interested in being available for a couple of months to follow up with visitors who could
be prospective members and those who have recently become new members, please
contact Elizabeth Hawker (352-359-1017). “Be the Thread!”
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Sunshine Update
Thanks to the two of you who informed me of the losses of two family members of our guild
members. If you know of any way we can cheer or console our members, please e-mail
me. That includes congratulations on births as well as illnesses, deaths, or moves.
Shelley Woodyard, Sunshine Chairperson

Newsletter Info
The deadline for newsletter submissions for the next issue is:

February 26, 2018
Please submit materials to Tara Goodman via email at newsletter@quilttallahassee.com.
To receive a mailed newsletter, you must provide the Newsletter Editor with a SelfAddressed Stamped Envelope (SASE) for every Newsletter you wish mailed to you. The
editor requests that you provide enough envelopes to match the remainder of the Guild
year.

Missing Email Blasts??
We’ve learned that when some of the members have not received their “Blasts”, their email host frequently thinks the article is SPAM or has decided to "blacklist" it. Here are
several possible fixes for the members:
1. Check your SPAM filter and mark the email as “not SPAM”;
2. Enter the name of the sender into your contacts list -- for the blasts, the sender is
webmaster@quilttallahassee.com.
3. Check your email account for “blocked addresses”. Maybe our address was
inadvertently blocked at some point. How do you do this? For example, the following are
the instructions for Yahoo Mail:
Unblock an email address
Mouse over the Settings menu icon Image of the Settings icon. Select Settings.
Click Blocked Addresses.
Click an email address in the list to select it.
Click Remove.
If you still are not getting notifications, e-mail the Email Coordinator, Karen Skinner, in care
of the Membership Chair, at membership@quilttallahassee.com. The Email Coordinator
helps the Webmaster keep an eye on the Mailchimp-based Blast system. Sometimes, we
may have typed something in incorrectly into the system.
And always remember to let us know if your email address has changed.
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Sit-n-Stitch Groups
“Sit-n-Stitch” groups meet weekly, biweekly or once a month. Some groups meet in a member's home
on a rotating basis and work on their own individual projects. Other groups meet at a specified location
and work on service projects. There are several types of groups in the guild. If you are interested in
joining a group or starting a new group, contact Marsha Walper.

Sunday

Modern Quilt Sit-n-Stitch

2nd Sunday, 3-5 pm

Marsha Walper

Monday

Big Bend Hospice

2nd Monday, 1-3 pm

Virginia Lewis

Quilting Bees @ Senior Center

1-4 pm

Judy Lawrence

Southwood Stitchers

Weekly 10 am - 3 pm

Gail Whitis

Tuesday

McQuilters @ Ronald McDonald House

1-3 pm

Carol Harrison

Wednesday

Crazy Quilters

1-4 pm

Georgianna
Joseph

2nd & 4th Weds 1-3 pm

Mary Catherine
Scott

3rd Thursday

Linda Stright

@ Monticello Library
Piecers of the Past

Thursday

Sew Arty
Patchwork & Prayer

11:30 am-1 pm
1st, 3rd, 4th Th

Lascella Ingram

6:30-8:30 pm
Appliqué Addicts @ NE Library

3rd Thur 6:00-7:45 pm

Mary Catherine
Scott

Bits and Pieces @ Temple Israel

2nd Thursday

Jeanne Brenner

1:00 – 4:30 pm

Friday

Quilts ‘n Books

4th Fri. 10 am-12 pm

Joy Vo
Kris Klob

Saturday

Sew for HOPE

1st & 3rd Saturday

Cynthia Seyler

10 am - 3 pm

Judy Rainbrook

Lunch break 11:30-12:30
Second Saturday

2nd Sat 9 am - 4 pm

Connie Beane

Havana Sit 'n Stitch

4th Sat.; 1-4 pm

Martha Mitchell

The following Sit-n-Stitch groups are listed at full capacity: Pin Pals, Sew Darn Happy, Thimble Buddies, Frayed
Edges. This is due to physical limitations -- no more room in members’ home or no more parking space available.
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2018 Guild Calendar
February 8

Guild Meeting; Program: “Embellishment and
Other Techniques”

Social Hall @ Temple Israel

February 10

Class: “Slivers” Tote, by Jeanne Brenner

Woodville Community Center

February 26

Deadline for March Newsletter and
Classified Ads

March 8

Guild Meeting; Program: Trunk show
featuring the “Applique Addicts” SNS

Social Hall @ Temple Israel

April 12

Guild Meeting; Program: Mini
Demonstrations

Social Hall @ Temple Israel

April 14

Class for Featherweight Lovers

Woodville Community Center

May 10

Guild Meeting with Lecture by Suzanne
Marshall

Social Hall @ Temple Israel

May 11 & 12

Workshops by Suzanne Marshall

Chaires Community Center

June 14

Guild Meeting; Program: “Stitch and Stretch”

Social Hall @ Temple Israel

July 12

Guild Meeting; Program: Quilts of Valor
presentations and Philanthropic Reveal

Social Hall @ Temple Israel

August 9

Guild Meeting; Program: Challenge Quilt
Reveal

Social Hall @ Temple Israel

August 11

Class: Slivers, Part 2

Woodville Community Center

August 31

2018 Tallahassee Quilters Unlimited Museum
Quilt Show Begins

R.A. Gray Museum

September 13

Guild Meeting; Program: “Creativity and
Companionship in a Sit-n-Stitch”

Social Hall @ Temple Israel

October 11

Guild Meeting; Program: “Don’t Dread the
Dresden”

Social Hall @ Temple Israel

November 8

Guild Meeting; Program: “Strut Your Stuff!”
(guild wide trunk show)

Social Hall @ Temple Israel

December 13

Guild Meeting; Program: “End of Year Fun
and What’s to Come”

Social Hall @ Temple Israel

Page 12 of 13

http://quilttallahassee.com

P.O. Box 4324, Tallahassee, FL 32315-4324

CLASSIFIED ADS
QUILTERS UNLIMITED OF TALLAHASSEE

Items for Sale or Free, by Guild Members.
See Directory for Specific Contact Information
QUILTING RETREAT OPENINGS
I help organize quilting retreats that are made up of a bunch of folks that like to
quilt. The retreat is not sponsored by a business or Guild, we’re not a club, and no
one makes money off it--we’re just friends--and we’ve dubbed ourselves The
Quirky Quilters. The next Retreat is in May, and is held at Epworth-By-The-Sea on
Saint Simons Island, Georgia. There is a three-night option (includes 9 meals) from
May 3rd-6th, or a four-night option (includes 12 meals) which starts on May 2nd.
This Retreat still has two (maybe three) openings.
While these Retreats are not affiliated with Quilters Unlimited, several members of
the Guild will be attending, so you might know some people there.
If you are interested, please contact me as soon as possible. My contact
information is in the Directory.
Karen Skinner
Classified Ads -- Instructions
Only Guild Members can list items for sale, for services, or “free-to-a-good-home”. How to request
an ad?
1. Email your ad/notices to the Newsletter Editor (Tara Goodman) at
newsletter@quilttallahassee.com.
2. Briefly describe the item and asking price. If desired, attach one small picture in JPEG
format (no larger than 500 kb)
Your item will be posted for only one month per email submission. If you need to list it again, send
another email to the Newsletter Editor.
The deadline for submissions for the next issue is: February 26, 2018
ALL NEGOTIATIONS AND PROBLEMS WITH A SALE OR SERVICES ARE BETWEEN THE BUYER AND
SELLER.
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